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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14 and 19-26 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) 
of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Regarding claim 1 the order- of the 
method is confusing. For example, step (d) transmitting the 
selected message to the wireless device; (e) storing messages to 
be transmitted to wireless communication devices in a pending 
database. If the message is already transmitted to the wireless 
communication device in step (d) , the step (e) , storing messages 
to be transmitted to wireless communication devices in a pending 
database must be before step (d) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set foirth in this 
Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically- 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought, to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-3,6-9,11-13,19-21 and 25 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over O'Neil in view of 

Deluca et al . . 

Regarding, claims 1 and 2, O'Neil discloses a method (fig. 7, 
fig. 8 and fig. 9) for transmitting a message over a wireless 
network to a wireless communications device (paragraph 0003 line 
1 through paragraph 0005 line 6), said method comprising the 
steps of: (a) storing a plurality of messages (advertisements or 
merchant data) in a database (paragraph 0027 lines 1-17), wherein 
each stored message is associated with one or more locations 
paragraph 0027 lines 1-17; (b) detecting location information of a 
wireless communications device (paragraph 0041 line 1 through 
paragraph 0043 line 12) ; (c) selecting a message in the database 
associated with the detected location (paragraph 0043 lines 1- 
12) ; (d) transmitting the selected message to the wireless 
communications device (paragraph 0 047 lines 1-32) , storing the 
advertisement to be transmitted to the wireless communications 
device in a pending database (selected merchant database, the 
advertisement is sent when a customer travels near a select 
merchant) (paragraph 0046 and paragraph 0047) ; transmitting the 
advertisement stored in a pending database over a forward control 
channel to the wireless device (i.e. the advertisement transmits 
the associated advertisement to the user) (paragraph 0047) . 
O'Neil differs from claim 19 of the present invention in that it 
does not disclose receiving an acknowledgement from the wireless 
communications device of receipt of the selected advertisement 
over a reverse control channel. Deluca et al . teaches a system 
controller that receives an acknowledgement from a selective 
call transceiver of receipt of an advertisement over a reverse 
control channel (col. 10 lines 1-39). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide O'Neil with receiving an 
acknowledgement from the wireless communications device of 
receipt of the selected advertisement over a reverse control 
channel in order for the advertisement server to acknowledge 
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that the mobile IP terminal receive its advertisement so that 
the advertisement server could modify the mobile IP terminal 
profile based upon the mobile IP terminal preferred 
advertisement and properly billed the merchant of the 
advertisement, as taught by Deluca et al . . 

Regarding claim 3, O'Neil discloses each of the plurality of 
messages stored in the database contains advertising information 
sponsored by a respective advertiser having a place of business 
within a proximity of the location associated with the message 
(paragraph 0027 line 1 through paragraph 0028 line 4) . 

Regarding claim 6, O'Neil discloses paper media (text) and 
voice mail (audio information) . 

Regarding claim 7, O'Neil discloses the wireless 
communications device is a cell phone (paragraph 0039 lines 1-10) 
and a automotive navigational system (paragraph 0058 lines 1-6) . 

Regarding claim 8, O'Neil discloses each of the messages 
stored in the database is also associated with one or more 
demographic codes (merchant ID, name, location, IP address 
etc.) (fig. 3 number 250), each wireless communications device 
operating in the wireless network is associated with one more 
demographic codes (fig. 3 numbers 230, 250 and 270 and paragraph 
0034 lines 1-24 and paragraph 0037 lines 1-10) , and wherein the 
message selected to be transmitted is associated with at least 
one demographic code associated with the identified wireless 
communications device in addition to being associated with the 
detected location (paragraph 0034 lines 1-24 and paragraph 0037 
lines 1-10 and paragraph 0046 lines 1-32) . 

Regarding claim 9, O'Neil discloses a method (fig. 7, fig. 
8, fig. 9) for transmitting an advertisement over a wireless 
network to a wireless communications device (paragraph 0003 
through paragraph line 6), said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) storing a plurality of advertisements in an advertisements 
database (paragraph 0027 lines 1-17) , wherein each advertisement 
is requested to be transmitted to wireless communications devices 
by a respective advertiser (paragraph 0027 line 1 through 
paragraph 0028 line 4) , and each advertisement is associated with 
one or more locations (paragraph 0028 line 4) and category codes 

(key words); (b) storing information pertaining to a plurality of 
wireless communications devices in a devices database (paragraph 
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0032 lines 1-14) , wherein each wireless communications device is 
associated with identification data (paragraph 0032 lines 1-14) 
and category codes (preferences) (paragraph 0032 lines 1-14); (c) 
storing in an advertisers database a list of advertisers 
requesting transmission of advertisements stored in the 
advertisements database (paragraph 0034 lines 1-24) , wherein each 
advertiser is associated with advertiser account information 
(willing to pay) (paragraph 0038 lines 4-5) ; (d) detecting the 
presence of the wireless communications device in a location 
(paragraph 0041 line 1 through paragraph 0043 line 12) ; (e) 
detecting an identification of the wireless communications device 
(paragraph 0041 line 1 through paragraph 0043 line 12) ; (f ) 
selecting an advertisement in the database associated with the 
detected location and associated with at least one category code 
(preference) associated with the wireless communications device 
in the devices database (paragraph 0047 lines 1-32) ; and (g) 
transmitting the selected advertisement to the wireless 
communications device over a forward channel (paragraph 004 7 lines 
1-32). O'Neil differs from claim 9. of the present invention in 
that it does not disclose receiving an acknowledgement from the 
wireless communications device of Receipt of the selected 
advertisement over a reverse control channel. Deluca et al . 
teaches a system controller that receives an acknowledgement 
from a selective call transceiver of receipt of an advertisement 
over a reverse control channel (col. 10 lines 1-39). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to provide O'Neil with 
receiving an acknowledgement from the wireless communications 
device of receipt of the selected advertisement over a reverse 
control channel in order for the mobile IP terminal to inform 
the advertisement server that it receive the advertisement so 
that the advertisement server could modify the mobile IP 
terminal profile preference based upon the mobile IP terminal 
preferred advertisement, as taught by Deluca et al . . 

Regarding claim 11, O'Neil discloses wherein advertisers 
access the advertisers database to add requests to transmit 
advertisements through an Internet web page (paragraph 003 8 lines 
1-13) . 

Regarding claim 12, O'Neil discloses wherein users of 
wireless communications devices access the devices database to 
select from one or more category codes that correspond to the 
users' preferences for receiving advertisements (user specifies a 
delivery preference) (paragraph lines 13-15) . 
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Regarding claim 13, O'Neil discloses the advertisements 
database is automatically created from requests to transmit 
advertisements stored in the advertisers database (paragraph 0034 
lines 1-20) . 

Regarding claim 19, O'Neil discloses a method (fig. 7, fig. 
8, and fig. 9) for transmitting advertisements over a wireless 
network to wireless communications devices (paragraph 0 0 03 
through paragraph line 6) , the wireless network in communication 
with an advertisements database containing a plurality of 
advertisements (paragraph 0027 lines 1-17 and paragraph 0034 
lines 1-24) and a users database (paragraph 0032 lines 1-14) 
containing identification data of a plurality of wireless 
communications devices (paragraph 0032 lines 1-14) , and wherein 
the advertisements and the identification data are each 
associated with at least one category code (preference) 
(paragraph 0032 lines 1-14), said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) detecting identification information of a wireless 
communications device operating in the wireless network 
(paragraph 0041 line 1 through paragraph 0 043 line 12) ; 

(b) selecting an advertisement in the database associated with 
at least one category code (preference) that is associated with 
the wireless communications device in the users database 
(paragraph 0047 lines 1-32) ; storing the advertisement to be 
transmitted to the wireless communications device in a pending 
database (selected merchant database, the advertisement is sent 
when a customer travels near a select merchant) (paragraph 0 04 6 
and paragraph 0047) ; transmitting the advertisement stored in a 
pending database over a forward control channel to the wireless 
device (i.e. the advertisement transmits the associated 
advertisement to the user) (paragraph 0047) . O'Neil differs from 
claim 19 of the present invention in that it does not disclose 
receiving an acknowledgement from the wireless communications 
device of receipt of the selected advertisement over a reverse 
control channel. Deluca et al . teaches a system controller that 
receives an acknowledgement from a selective call transceiver of 
receipt of an advertisement over a reverse control channel (col. 
10 lines 1-3 9) . Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide O'Neil with receiving an acknowledgement from the 
wireless communications device of receipt of the selected 
advertisement over a reverse control channel in order for the 
advertisement server to acknowledge that the mobile IP terminal 
receive its advertisement so that the advertisement server could 
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modify the mobile IP terminal profile based upon the mobile IP 
terminal preferred advertisement, and properly billed the 
merchant of the advertisement, as taught by Deluca et al . . 

Regarding claim 20, O'Neil discloses the category code 
indicates a category (delivery preference) pertaining to a 
service associated with a respective advertisement (paragraph 
0047 lines 1-32) . 

Regarding claim 21, O'Neil discloses wherein the category 
codes associated with wireless communications devices indicates 
users' preferences in receiving advertisements (i.e. delivery 
preference) (paragraph 0047 lines 1-32) . 

Regarding claim 25, O'Neil discloses the wireless 
communications device is operating on the wireless network in a 
cell location that is associated with the selected advertisement 
(inherent, when a cell phone is in communication with an 
advertisement server, as taught in paragraph 0039 lines 1-8) . 

7. Claims 14,23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over O'Neil in view of Deluca et al. as 
applied to claims 9 and 19 above and in further view of Mankoff . 

Regarding claim 14, the combination of O'Neil and Deluca et 
al . differs from claim 14 of the present invention in that they 
do not disclose wherein the advertisements contain coupons to be 
redeemed with the respective advertiser. ■ Mankoff teaches 
advertisements contain coupons to be redeemed with respective 
advertiser (paragraph 0008 lines 1-26) . Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the combination of O'Neil 
and Deluca et al . with coupons to be redeemed with the 
respective advertiser in order for the cell phone to receive a 
discount when purchasing goods from a nearby merchant, as taught 
by Mankoff. 



Regarding claims 23 and 24, the combination of O'Neil and 
Deluca et al . differs from claims 23 and 24 of the present 
invention in that they do not disclose transmitting coupons over 
a wireless network to a wireless communication device, a database 
for storing a plurality of coupons associated with advertisers; 
receiving response information from the wireless communications 
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device; and providing response information to the advertiser. 
Mankoff teaches transmitting coupons over a wireless network to 
a wireless communication device (paragraph 0008 lines 1-26) , a 
database for storing a plurality of coupons associated with 
advertisers (paragraph 0024 lines 1-22) ; receiving response 
information (coupon redeemed) from the wireless communications 
device (paragraph 0008 lines 1-26) ; and providing response 
information (coupon redeemed) to the advertiser (paragraph 0008 
lines 1-26) . Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
To modify the combination of O'Neil and Deluca et al. with 
transmitting coupons over a wireless network to a wireless 
communication device, a database for storing a plurality of 
coupons associated with advertisers; receiving response 
information from the wireless communications device; and 
providing response information to the advertiser in order for the 
user of the IP terminal receive discounts on select merchandise 
from nearby merchants, to provide discount coupons to travelers 
in proximity of the merchants, and redeemed the coupon for a 
cheaper price at a nearby restaurant, as taught by Mankoff. 

8. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over O'Neil in view of Mankoff and Deluca et al.. 

Regarding claim 26, O'Neil discloses a method (fig. 7, fig. 
8, and fig. 9) for transmitting advertisements over a wireless 
network to wireless communications devices (paragraph 0003 
through paragraph line 6) , the wireless network in communication 
with an advertisements database containing a plurality of 
advertisements (paragraph 0027 lines 1-17 and paragraph 0034 
lines 1-24) and a users database (paragraph 0032 lines 1-14) 
containing identification data of a plurality of wireless 
communications devices (paragraph 0032 lines 1-14; said method 
comprising the steps of: detecting identification information of 
a wireless communications device operating in the wireless 
network (paragraph 0041 line 1 through paragraph 0043 line 12) ; 
storing the advertisement to be transmitted to the wireless 
communications device in a pending database (selected merchant 
database, the advertisement is sent when a customer travels near 
a select merchant) (paragraph 0 04 6 and paragraph 0047) ; and 
transmitting the selected advertisement to the wireless 
communications device (paragraph 0047 lines 1-32). O'Neil 
differs from claim 26 of the present invention in that it does 
not explicit disclose storing advertisement coupons; 
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transmitting coupons over a wireless network to a wireless 
communication device over a forward channel, receiving an 
acknowledgement from the wireless communication device of receipt 
of the transmitted advertisement coupon over a reverse control 
channel. Mankoff teaches transmitting coupons over a wireless 
network to a wireless communication device over a forward channel 
(paragraph 0008 lines 1-26) , a database for storing a plurality 
of coupons associated with advertisers (paragraph 0024 lines 1- 
22). Deluca et al . teaches a system controller that receives an 
acknowledgement from a selective call transceiver of receipt of 
an advertisement over a reverse control channel (col. 10 lines 
1-3 9) . Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
To modify O'neil wireless network with storing advertisement 
coupons; transmitting coupons over a wireless network to a 
wireless communication device over a forward channel, receiving 
an acknowledgement from the wireless communication device of 
receipt of the transmitted advertisement coupon over a reverse 
control channel in order for the advertisement server to store 
advertisement coupon from merchants, to provide discount coupons 
to travelers in proximity of the merchants, and receive 
acknowledgement from the IP terminal that it received the coupon 
so that the advertisement server could properly bill the 
merchant, as taught by Mankoff and Deluca et al . . 

9. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over O'Neil in view of Hendrey et al.. 

Regarding claim 4, O'Neil discloses a method as discussed 
supra in claims 1 and 2 above. O'Neil differs from claim 4 of 
the present invention in that it does not disclose the wireless 
communications device is associated in the database with a field 
indicating whether to block the transmission of messages to the 
wireless communications device, whereby messages that are 
associated in the database with a field indicating to block the 
transmission of messages are not transmitted to the wireless 
communications devices. Hendrey et al . teaches the wireless 
communications device is associated in the database with a field 
indicating whether to block the transmission of messages to the 
wireless communications device (paragraph 0037 lines 8-13), 
whereby messages that are associated in the database with a field 
indicating to block the transmission of messages are not 
transmitted to the wireless communications devices (paragraph 
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0037 lines 8-13). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify O'Neil method with the wireless communications device 
is associated in the database with a field indicating whether to 
block the transmission of messages to the wireless communications 
device, whereby messages that are associated in the database with 
a field indicating to block the transmission of messages are not 
transmitted to the wireless communications devices in order to 
prevent advertisements from merchants during dinner time, as 
taught by Hendrey et al . . 

10. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over O'Neil in view of Deluca et al. as applied to 
claim 19 above and in further view of Hendrey et al . . 



Regarding claim 22, the combination of O'Neil and Deluca et 
al . differs from claim 22 of the present invention in that they 
do not disclose the wireless the category code indicates a 
category pertaining to a time period, wherein different 
advertisers prefer to have advertisements transmitted during 
different particular time periods, and wherein different users 
prefer to have advertisements transmitted during different 
particular time periods. Hendrey et al . . teaches a category 
code indicates a category pertaining to a time period (paragraph 
0032 lines 1-21) , wherein different advertisers prefer to have 
advertisements transmitted during different particular time 
periods (paragraph 0032 lines 1-21), and wherein different users 
prefer to have advertisements transmitted during different 
particular time periods (paragraph 0032 lines 1-21) , Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the combination of 
O'Neil and Deluca et al. with the wireless the category code 
indicates a category pertaining to a time period, wherein 
different advertisers prefer to have advertisements transmitted 
during different particular time periods, and wherein different 
users prefer to have advertisements transmitted during different 
particular time periods in order to tailor the merchant 
advertisement based upon the time period that the IP terminal 
would respond, and not waste advertisement resources by 
continuing sending advertisements, as taught by Hendrey et al-. . 
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11. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over O'Neil in view of Deluca et al. as applied to 

claim 9 above and in further view of Wolfe et al . . 

Regarding claim 10, the combination of O'Neil and Deluca et 
al . differs from claim 10 of the present invention in that they 
not disclose updating the advertiser account information of the 
advertiser requesting transmission of the selected advertisement. 
Wolfe et al . teaches updating the advertiser account information 
of the advertiser requesting transmission of the selected 
advertisement (col. 4 lines 47-54). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combination of O'Neil and 
Deluca et al . with updating the advertiser account information 
of the advertiser requesting transmission of the selected 
advertisement in order to bill the merchant for new 
advertisements being sent to the IP terminal, as taught by Wolfe 
et al . . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claim 5 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in 
this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 



12. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: Regarding claim 5, the prior art 
of record fails to teach or suggest, alone or in combination the 
steps of: deleting the transmitted message from the pending 
database; and storing a confirmation of the transmitted message 
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in an account associated with the respective advertiser 
sponsoring the message. 

Conclusion 

13. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground (s) of 
rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS 
ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07 (a) . Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to' 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Keith T. 
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Ferguson whose telephone number is (703) 305-4888. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 6:30am-5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, William Trost can be 
reached on (703) 308-5318. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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